MR. INGALLS'S SPEECH.
The Kansas Benator's Great Speech
for Free Coinage.

TheTyranny of Combined, Consclence.
less and Incorpornted Caplinl — Fres
Colnage one Remedy — A Crisin thnt
may Hecome o Catnsirophe.

In the Benate of the United Btates, on
Janaary 14, 1891, pending considerstion
of the finauncial bill, the question being
upon Senstor Btewart's free silver eoinage
amendment, Senstor Ingalls, of Kansas,
addresaed the Benate in favor of fres coin-
age. He spoke as followa:

Ma. Paxsipest: Two portentous perils
Shreaten ihesafety, if they do not endanger
the exintenoe, uf the republic. The firat
of these is ignoraut, debssed. degraded,
spurious and sopbisticated sufftage; sof-
frage oontaminated by the sewage of de-
eaying anatioas: suffrage intimidated and
suppressed in the South; saffrege impure
and curropt, apathetic and indifferent in
the great cities of the North; so that it is
doubiful whether there has been for half
& century a presidential election in thia
ocountry that exprossed the delibernte and
intelligsnt judgmont of the whole body of
the Amerioan people.

. . . a . - . - -

FRAUD WORSE THAN VIOLENOE,

The election bill that was under consid-
eration a few days ago was intended to
deul with one part of the great evil to
which I have nlluded, but it was an imper-

| formn one-third of theworld's mining, one- [ bounty of nature, an aggregate that ex-
'.;:mrm of its manufacturing, ove-fifth uf;rmded the mssessed value of four of the
its farming, and we possess ane-sizth part | smalleat States in this Union.

of its entire scoumointed wealth. Mr. HOAR. And more than the whole
' THE ANOLO-BATON. country had when the Constitution wes

The Angio-Bazon, Mr. President, {3 pot | framed.

|b;|' natnngor instinet an anarchist, s go-| Mr. INGALLS.
| cislist, = nihilist, or a communist. Jle|ator from alnsftnoixuuetta well observes,
does not desire the repudiation of debts, pub- | &nd I thaok him for the suggestion—
lie or privats, and he does net faror n‘mixpuch mors, many times more than the
orcible redistribution of property. He came | sutire wealth of the oounh; when it was
to this continent, as he has gone every- [Muhiislmd and founded. Four hundred
where slse on the face of the earth, with a | persons possoas £10,000,000 each, 1,000
purpote. The 40,000 English eolonists possess £35,000,000 esach, 2,000 posseas
who came 1o this country between 1620 $2.000,000 each, 6,000 people §1,000,000
and 1650 formed the most significnnt, the
most formidable migration that has ever
occurred upon this globe since time bogan.

possess §46.250,000,000.
Mr. Preaident, it s the most appalling

Yes —and as thoe Ben- [«

each, making a total of 21,000 pecple whi Fay

conceivable energy and

right of personal effort, fresdom of con-
solenoe, an indomitable love of liberty
and jostice, a genios for aelf government,
sn uanrivaled eapucity for econquest, baot

referring charters to the sword, and they
Eue been inexorable and relentless in the
accomplishment of their designs. They
wera fatigned with casto snd privilege
and prerogative. They were tired of
monnarehs, and a0, apon the bleak and
inhospitable shores of New England, they
decreed the sovereiguty of the psople, and
there they builded & church without a
bishop and s state without s king." The
resolt of that experiment, Mr. President,
has beon ostenaibly sucoessful. Under the
operation of these great foroes, after 270

feot, u partial nod an incomplste remedy. |
Violsoco ia bad, but frand is o better, and |
it I» more dungervas, becaoss it is more
insidivus. Burke said, in one of those im-
mortal oratiovus that em pried the House of |
Commons, but whioh will be read with ad- |
miration #0 long as the English tongne |
shall endure, thut whet the laws of Groat |
Britain were not strong enongh to protoect |
the humblest Hindoo npon the shores of
the Ganges, the nobleman was not safe iu
his eastle upon the banks of the Thumes, |
8ir, that lufty sentence is preguant with |
admonition for ws, There can be no re-
pose, there can be no stable aud perma.
nent penoe in this country and vunder this
Government, antil it is jost as safe for m
black Republican to vote in Missiseippi s
if he were & white Demoorat in Kausaa.
THE TYRANNY OF COMBINED OAPITAL.

The evili, Mr. President, the second to
whioh I advurted as threatening the safety,
it it does not endanger the sxistence of
the Hepublle, &s (Ae tyranny of combined,
eoncantrated, centralizsed and incorporaled
eapilal. Aud the people are considering
this great problem now. The consclonce
of the nation s shooked at the injustice of
modern sociely. The moral sentiment of
mankind has been aronsed at the wnegual
distribution of wealth, at the unequal dif-
fusion of burdens, the benofits and the
privileges of society. At the beginniog of
qur seoond cemtury the American people
have become profoundly eonscious that
the ballot is not the pansoea for all the
evils that affliot hamanity; that it haa not

-abolished poverty, nor prevented in justice.
They have discovered that political equal-
{iy does not resull in social fraternity;
that ander a demooracy the concentration
-af greater political power-in fewer hands,
the aceumulation and gregation of
tor amounts of wealth in individuals,
more possible than onder monarchy,
and that there Is a tyranny which is more
fatal than the tyranny of kings.

Genaeral Washington, the Arst Preaident
of the republiec, at the close of his life, in
1799, had the Inrge-t rrivatse fortune in the
Uuited SBtates of Amerioa. Much of this
oame by inhoritance, but the Father of his
Counlry, in sddition to his other virtues,
shining and illnatrions, was a very prudent,
sagaoions, thrifty and forehanded man.
He knew o good thing when he saw it, a
great way off. He had a keon eye for the

main chanocs. As s surveyor, in youth,
he obtained k that enabled him to
know y well the valoe put o

the publis domsin. The establishment of

aid
Just debtor, but he was an exact, if not

ereditor, And so it came to
pass that when bo died bo was, to use the

usnuin phrassology of the dsy, the

A OHZAT OONTHAST.

At this time, 90 years afterward, it is
oot withoob interest to kuow that the en-
tire aggregate and sum of his earthiy pos-
scasions — his estate, personal and mixed,
Mount Vernon and his landa slong the
Eanawhs and the Ohio, slaves, seourities,
—reached the sum
800,000 or §900,000.
This was less than a centnry ago, and it is,
within bounds to say that at this time
there are many scores of men, of estates
and of corporations in this conntry whoss
annual income exceeds, and there has hesn
one man whose monthly revenue since that

exceeded the entire accumulations of
wealthisst citinen of the United States
ab the end of the last ocentury. At that

Ba'lod the social condition of the United
tutes was one of praotical equality. The
statintios of the census of 1 are inova

plste and partial, bat the population ef
the Union was sbout 5,800,000, and the
estimated wealth of the country was ve
fween $3,000,000,000 and $4,000,000,000.
There was not a millionaire, and there was
not a lramp Or a psuper, 8o far ns we
know, in the counantry, except thoss who
bad besn made so by infirmity or disease,
ot inevitable calamity. A multitede of
small farmera ocontentedly tilled the soil
Upou the coast & race of fishermen and
nﬁn. owning the erafts that they sailed,
wrestled their subsistence from the stormy
sea. Labor was the ruls and luxury the
exoeption. The great masa of the people
lived npon the prodocts of the farms thas
they cultivated. They spon, wove and
manufactored their olo from flax and
wool. Commeres and han afforded
bonorable sompetence. The gnyn of
ﬁr was apparently realized. te Wis
ther poverty mor riches. Wealth was
aniformiy diffused, and wone were con-
demned to hopelesa penury and depend-
snce. Less than 4 cent. of the en-
tire population li in towns, and there
were but four ciiies whose population ex-

ceeded 10,000 p Westward to
Paocifio lay the fectile solitude of an anex-
plored continent, ita resources undevel-
and unsos The dreams of

wide, the universal diffusion of eivil, po-
litical and personal rights among the great
body of the peopls, sccompanied by efflei-
olent and vigorous guaranty for vhe safely
of life, the protection of property and the
u:crv-unn of liberty.
President, the growth in wealth and
aumbers in the conntry bsa no precedent
in the building of nations. The geaius of
‘the peopls, stimulated to prodigious ae-
hﬂivﬁnnma, by

tivity by freedom, b, Ao o
eduon subjugated
abolished the frontier. The

laboring capmoity of every inhabitant of
this planet has been duplicated by ma-
ehinery. In ts alone we are

#old that ils engines nre equivalent to do
e labor of 100,000,000 men. We now pez-

yenrs, this country exhibits n pencefal tri-
amph over many subdoesd nationalities
through s Government dotomatie in ite
funetions and suatained by no power but
the invisible majesty of law, With awift
and constant eommunication by lines of
stonra transportation, by laad, nnd lake,
and ses, with telegraphs extending their
narvous retienlations from Htate to State,
the remotest members of this gigantic
republic sre animated by & vitality as
vigorons as that which throbs st ita
mighty heart, and it is through the quick-
ened intelligenos that has been sommuni-
oated by thoss ideas that these conditions,
which bave been fatal to other nations,
have become the pillurs of our strength
and buolwarks of our aafety.

FOWENLERS TO ENHLAVE,

We have become, Mr. President, the
wealthiest nation opon the face of this
earth, and the greater part of these enor-
woos sccumulations has been piled up dur-
ing the past 20 yeurs —from 1860 to 1880
— potwithatanding the losses inocurred by
the most destruotive war of modern times,
the emancipation of four billions of slave
property, tge expense of fooding the best
fed, of clothing the best clothed, and of
sheltering the best sheltered people in the
world —notwithstanding all the losses by
fire and flood. During that period of 20
years the wealth of the counntry i d

They brought with them socisl and politi-
cal idens novel in their application, of in-
power: the home,
the family, the state, individoalism, the

wtatement that ever fell upon mortal ears,
It is, so0 far as the rosults of democragy
ss a social and political sxperiment are
econcarned, the moat terrible commentary
that was ever recorded in the books ¥
time — snd Nero fiddies while Rome b :
It is thrown off with a lsngh and s snesr,
“as the froth npon the beer” of ocur
politicsl and social system. As I said,
the assessed valuation recorded in the great
national lsdger, standing to our oredit, is
about $£65,000,000,000, ur population is
62,600,000; and by some means, by some
device, by some msachination, by soms,
ineantation, honest or otherwise, by somse
process thas cannot be defined, less than
a two-thousandth part of our pai:l.n-
tion have cbtained possession (and have,
kept out of the peniteniiary in spite of
the mesns they adopted to moguire it) of
more than one-balf of the entire acoumn-
lated wealth of the eouniry.
ROT THE WORST.

That is not the worst, Mr. President.
It has been largely acquired by men who
have contributed litile to the material
welfare of the coumtiry, and by processsas
|that T do not eare in appropriate terms
to deseribs — by the wrecking of ths for-
tunes of innoeent men, women and chil-
dron; by jugglery, by book-keeping, by
finanoiering, by what the Senator from
Ohio calls * speoulation”—and this process
is going on with frightful and constantly
accolerating eapidity. The emtire indus-
try of this eountry is passing onder the
control of organized and counfederated
oapital. More than fifty of the necessaries
of life to-day, without which the cabin of
the farmer and the miner cannot be lighled
or his children fed or clothed, have passed
absolutely wunder the control of syndicates
and frusts and corporations componed of
specnlntors, and by means of these com-
binations and eonfederations competition
is destroyed, small deslings sre rendersd
impossible, competencs oan no longsr be
scquired; for it is superflunons and unneo-
essary to say that if, under a system where
the soonmulations distributed per capita
would be less than §$1,000, 81,000 persons
obtained possession of more than half of
the acoumulated wealth of the country, it
is impossible that others should have s

at the rate of $250,000 for every hounr.
Every time that the clock ticked above the
portal of this chamber the aggregated,
socumulated, permanent wealth of this
eountry inoreased more than §70. 8ir, it
rivals, it exceeds the fictions of the Ara-
bian Nights, There is nothing in the
story of the lamp of Aladdin thsat sur-
passes it. It is without parallel or prece-
dent; and the national ledger now showa
n balance to our oredit, after all that has
been wasted, and squoandered, and ex-
ponded, and lost, and thrown away, of be-
fweoen aixfy and seventy thonsand million
dollars. I belisve, myself, that apon & fair
onsh market valoation the aggregate wealth
of this country to-day is not less than onse
hondred thousand millions of dollara. This
isenongh, Mr. President, to makeevery man
and every woman and every child beneath
th.ﬂltanomtorubla, to keep the wolf away
from the door; it ia enough to give to every
family & competsnce. And yet we are
told that there are thousands of peopls
who never have enough to eat in any one
day In the year. We are told by the stat-
isticians of the De ent of Labor of
the United Biates that, notwithstanding
this stupendous aggregetion, there are a
million Amerionn eitizens, able bodied and
willing to work, who tramp the strests of
our cities and the country highways and
bywaye in searoch of labor with which to
boy their daily bread in vain.

Mr. Preaident, is it any wonder that this
condition of things onn exist without ex-
citing profound lfprs.honlion! I heard,
or saw, rather, for I did not hear it —I saw
in the morning papers that in his spsech
antuday the Benator from Ohio [Mr.

senmiN ] devoted a considerable part of
his remarks to the defense of millionaires;
that he declared that they were the froth
of the beer of our political systom.

Mr. BHERMAN. I said speculators.

Mr. INGALLS. 8 tora? They
ars very nearly the same, for ths million-
alres of this country, Mr, President, are
not the prodooers and the laborers. They
are arrayed like Solomon in all his glory,
but “they toll not, neither do they spin™
—yoa, they do spin. This slass, Mr, Presai-
dent, I am glad to say, is not confined to
this country mlome. These gigantio ao-
oumulstions have not been the result of
'‘siustry and ecomomy. There would be
ae I&r.oml against them if they were.

people are beginning to inquire
whether, under “a government of the
peopls, by the peopls, and for the peopls,”
onder s system in which the bounnty of
natare is supplemented by the labor of
all, any oitizen can ahow a moral—jyes, or
a legal—title to $200,000,000.

Boms have the temerity to ask whether
or not any man can show a clear title to
$100,000,000. There have been mon rash
enough to doubt whether, ander & system
so oconstituted, by speoulation or other-
wise, any citizen can show a fair iitle to
$10,000,000, when the distribution per
eapita would be less than $1,000. If I
were put npon my voir dire, I should hesi-

tate before admitting that, in the sense of

giving just ool;rnution and squivalent,
any man in oouniry or any other
country ever absolutely earned s million
dollars. I do pot believe he ever did
What is the condition to-day, Mr. Presi-

dont, by the statistics? I repeat that the
people are not anarchists; they are mot
socialists; they are not communists; but

they bave suddenly waked to the conoep-

the | tion of the fact that the bulk of the prop-
erty of this country is passing into the

bhands of what the ¢ from Ohio, by

WEALTE DISTRIBUTION.
A table has bean completed for the pur-
of showing bow wealth in this coun-
try is distributed, snd it is full of the
most startling sdmonilon. It has ap-
peared in the L H
commented upon this ochamber.
has been the theme of editorial discus-
sion. It appears from this that there are
in thse United States 200 who
have an aggregate of mt:: §20,000,-
000 sach, and thete has been
Midas of the century, at whose souch

everything seemed to turn to gold, who
has aequired, within less than the lifetime

of a elngle individaal, out of the

aggregats
of the national wealth that was earned by

the labor of all spplied %0 the common

pected. & euphomism, calls the “speculators™ of
topia seemed to be about folfilled: the | the world.

it has been
I

one man, the

compet or an independence. Ho it
happens, Mr. President, that our society is
becoming rapidly stratified, almost hope-
lessly stratified, into a condition of super-
fluonsly rich and helplessly poor. Weare
acoustomed to & of this as the land
of the free and the home of the brave.
It will soon be the homs of the rich and the
land of the slave.

It ia no wonder, Mr. President, that the
Inboring, industrial and agrioultural claanes
of this country, who have been made fn-
telligent nnder the impulse of universal
education, have at last awskensd to this
tremendons condition snd are inguiring
whethor or not this experiment hss been

ey

suocessful; and, sir, the spsculators must
beware. They have forgotten that the
sonditions, political and soeial, hers are
not a reproduction of the conditlons un-
der which these circumstances exist in
other lands, Heore is no dynasty; here is
no privilege, or caste, or prerogative;
here are no standing symies; here are no
bhereditary bondsmen, but every atom in
our politioal system is guick, instinet, and
endowed with life and power. His ballot
at the box ia the equivalent of the ballok
of the richest s tor. Thomas Jeffer-
son, the great upostle of modern demoo-
racy, tanght the ledson to his followers,
and they have profited well by hia inatruo-
tion, that, under a popular demoeratio
representative government, wealth, oul-

sehool of political ecounomists which
tasches that thore is an irreconeilabile con-
flict bhetween labor and eupital, and which
dummands indiscriminate, hostile and re
ive legi.;lati-m against men becauso
¥y are rich mud curporations beca
thoy sre atrong. = s
LABOR AND OATITAL,
% fubor and capital shonld not be antago-
;;::; nl:.Lm :‘uthur. : They should not
J ents and enemies, but ooll nes
id auxiliaries, whoss cobperating :;‘-h-,
% sszential to national prosperity. But 1
& forbear to affirm that s political
which under such despotic power
wrested from the people and vestad
few ia a demoeoraey only in name.
A financisl system under which more than
f of the enormous wealth of the
iry, derived from the bounty of nature
the labor of all, is owned by a lit-
re than 30,000 peopls, while 1,000,
Amerioan sitisens, able nud willing to
are homeless tramps, starving for
requirea adjustmens. A SOCIALSYS-
I WHICH OFFERS TO TENDER, VIRTUOUS
INDEPENDENT WOMEN THE ALTERNA-
TIVE BETWEEN PROSTITUTION AND SUICIDE
&8 AN ESCAPE FROM BEGGARY IS ORGAN-

IZED CRIME, for which some dsy unrelent-
tag juostios will demand .stonmement and
cEplanation. -Mr. President, the man who
Isves bis conntry and who studies her his-
will search in vain for any netional

so for this appalling condition. The
not forgot' .a to yisld her
’ There has been no genersl
failure of harvests. We have had be-
nignant skies and the early and the Iate
rain. Neither famine nor pestilence has
decimnted our populstion nor wasted ite
energies. Immigration is flowing in from
every land, and we are in the lusty prime
of national youth and strength, with an-
examplod resonress and every stimulns to
their development; bat, air, the great body
of the American people are engaged to-

day in stodying these problems that ll

;:u suggestod in this morning hour,
‘hey are disheartened with misfortune.
They sare tired of the exactions of the
; ators, They desire peace and reat.
hisy are turning their attention to the
gu.t industrial qoestions whigh under-
their materinl prosperity. ‘They are
indifferent to party. Thoy care noth-
ing for Republicanism nor for Demoe-
tacy as such. They are ready to say, “A
plsgue on both your houses,” and they
#£re ready, also, Mr, President, to hail and
to weloome shy organization, any meas-
uce, any leader that promises them relief
from the profitless strife of politicians and
this turbulent and distracting agitation
which has already colminated in violence
and may end in blood

Buach, wir, is the wordiot whiph I read
in the elections from which we have juat
emerged; a verdict that was unexpeoted
by the ieaders of both parties, and which
surprised alike the victors and the van-
quished. It was & spontansons, unpre-
meditated protest of the people sgainst
existing conditions. It was & revolt of
the national conscience sgainst injustice;
8 movement that is foll of pathos and
slao full of danger, becanse such move-
ments sometimes make viotims of those
who are guiltless. It was not 8 Repnb-
Hoan defeat. It was not & Demoeratio
vietory. It was a great upheaval and ap-
rising, independent of and superior to
both. It was a erisis thal may become a
cataatrophe, filled with tarrible admoni-
%oz, bub not withoot crcoursgement to
those who understand scd sre ready to
eoliperate with ik

PRACEFUL NEVOLUTIONS,

It was a peaceful revolution, an attampt
to resumo rights that seemed to have been
infringed. It is many years, Mr. Presi-
,dent, sinos I predicted this inevitable re-
sult. Inuspeechdslivered in this chamber
on the 15th of February, 1878, from the
seat that is now adorned by my honorable
friend from Texas, who sits before me
[ Mx. Bzacan], I said:

‘We cannot disguise ths truth kst we sre on the
‘"E:S.“ impending revolution., The old lssues
are The people sre arraying themaelves upon
ons sids or the otber of & portesious contest. On
one lds {a caplial, formidably entrenched in privie
Jege, arrogant from contioued triomph, conserve-

tive, teouclous of old theorles, demandlog bew
eonecesaionn, unriched by domestic lnvy and onlfn
ts

ture, in oce, were ultimately no
matoh for nombers.
JUET, BUT JEALOUS.

The numbera in this country, Mr. Presi-
dent, bave learned at last the power of
eombioation, and the specalators should
not forget that while the people of this
country are genmerous and just, they are
jealons also, and that when discontent
changes to resentment, and ressntmment
pusses into exssperation, one volume of
a nation's history is closed and anocther
will be. opened.

Mr. President, the ocotion prodnot of
this country, I believe, Is 6,000,000 bales.

My, BUTLER, Beven million bales,

Mr. INGALLS. Beven million bales, I
am told. The transactions of the New
York Cotton Exchange are 40,000,000
balea, representing transsotions speoula-
tive, profitable remunsrative, by which
some of these grest scoumulations have
been piled op, an inconoceivable burden
opon the energies and induostriss of the
ocountry. The production of ocoal ofl, I
belisve, in this country, has averaged
somsething like 20,000,000 barrels in &
year. The transsotions of the New York
Potroleum Exchange, yoar by Jent, aver-
age 3,000,000,000 barrels, fictitions, simu-
lated, the instruments of the gambler and
the apeonlator, by means of which, through
an impost npon the toil and labor and in-
dustry of every laborer engaged in the
prodoction of petrolenm, additional diffi-
onltiss ars impossd. It {a reported that
the coal alone that is mined in Pennsyl-
vania, indispensable to the comforis of
millions of men, amounts in its anoual
produoct to about $40,000,000, of which
one-third is profit over and aboves the coat
of production and s fair return for the
eapital invested. That is “speoniation,”
Mr. President, and avery dollar over and
above the cost of prodoction with a fair
retarn upon the ecapital investad, ev
dollar of that fifteen or sixtsen millions,
filched, robbed, violently plondered out of
the earning of the laborers and operatives
and farmers who are com to buy it;
aud yet it goea by the cuphemistic name
of “s tion,” and is declared to be
legitimnte; it is enlogized and defended
as one of those practices that is entitled
to reapeot and approbation.

Nor is thia all,

Rﬁmmmﬂy malevolsut. and eap-

Lockouts and strikes and labor

r. President; the hos-!
tility between the employer and employed
in mhwuwhmwmm

are in two bhostile camps to-day.

and struggiing to ld.Ll!ll all values to
own standard. On the other ia labor, ssking for
l-ploz:mnt. siriving to develop domestie Indus-
uu:ﬁ with ihe forces of nsture, and sub-
duing the wilderness; labor, starving and sullen,
resclulely determined to overthrow a system under
which the rich are growing richer and the T are
mwln; pourer; & l¥|te‘m which gives to & Vander-
the possesslon of weslth beyond the droams of
syariss, and condemns the poor 1o & poverty which
bas no refuge from sarvation but the prison or the
e, Our demands for relief, for justice, have
met with indifference or dindain, The labor-
o of ths cauntry asking for employment are Lreated
like impudent mendicants begging for bread,
Mr. President, it may be oauss, it may
be coincidenocs, it may bo effect, it may be
hoo or it may be propter hoe, buk it is
torically true that this great blight that
has fallen uwpon our industries, this par-
alysis that has overtaken our finaneial
systom, coincided tn point of time with the
diminution of the circulating medium of the
couniry. The publie debt wes dsclared
payabls in coin, and the power of silver
waa destroyed. The valus of property di-

minished in proportion, wages fell, and the
was ;

valus of everything depreciated sxzoept
debts and gold. The mortgage, the bond,
the conpon and the tax have retained im-
morial youth and vigor. They bave mot
dopreciated. The debt remains, but the
:3'-:&1 to pay has bsen destroyed. The

ulstion of years disap under
the hammer of the sheriff, and the debtor
s homeless, while the ereditor oblains the

Thete is, Mr. President, s deep-seated
eonviction among the people, which I fully
share, that the demonetization of silver in
1878 was oue slement of & grest consp
#0 daliver the flscal system of this country
oyer o those by whom it has, in my opin-
finally been captured. I see no proof
of the assertion that the demonetization
;:.!::nd. b!tm is impo-:l“’ e wmp&i

ble to avoid
sonviction that it was o part of a deliberate

F

CONGEESS AND ALL HYFEOTIZED.

sngage :
atives of the Btates and of the Ameriosn |

poople. 1 have vo sympathy with that' whaterer sbour it

ke sxcuse that they knew nothiog about
As [ smy, it is one of 1he phenomenn
and auomulies of legisiation. and I bave
no uiber explanation to mske than this:
I belivye that both houses of Congresa and
the President of the United States must
have been hypuotized. So great was the
power of capital, pgo profound was the im-
pulse, so persistent was the determinsation,
that the promoters of the schome succseded
by ths operation of mind and will
foroe in capturing and be ring the in-
telligenoce of men of all parties, of members
of both houses of Congress, and the mem-
bers of the Cabinet, and the President of
the United States.

Mr. Preaident, thers is not a State weat
of the Allegheny mountsins and south of
the Potomac and Ohio rivers that is Dot
in favor of the free coinage of silver. There
is not & State in which, if that proposition
were to be submitted to a popular vote, it
wounld not be adoptsd by an overwhelm.-
ing majority. I do not mean by that in-
clusion to say that in those States east of
the Alleghenies aud north of the Ohio and
Potomac rivers there ia any hostility or
indisposition to receive benefits that wonld
result from the remonetization of silver.
On the contrary, in the great common-
wealths that lie 0 the northeast, upon the
Atlantio seaboard—New York, Pennsyl-
vania, and the manufaeturing and com-
meracial Btates—I am inolined to belisve,
from the tone of the press, from the
declarations of many assemblies, that if
the proposition were to be submitted there
it would also receive a msjority of the
votas. If the proposition were to be sub-
mitted to the votes of the people of this
country at large, whether the silver dollar
should be reccined and silver remonstized,
notwithstunding the prophecies, the pre-
dictions, the auimadversions of those who
&re opposed to it, [ have not the slightest
doobt that a greal majority of the people,
irrespective of party, would be in favor of
it, aud would 80 record themselves. They
have declared in favor of it for the past 15
years, and they have been juggled with, thay
have been thwarted, they have been paltered
with, and dealt with in a double sense, The
word of promise that was made to their
oar in the platforms of political parties
haa been broken to their hope, There was
& majority in this body at the last seasion
of Congress in favor of the free coinage
of silver. The compromise thal was made
was not whiat the people expected nor what
they had a right to demand. They felt that
they had beer triflad with, and that is one
canse of the exssperstion that was ex-
pressed in the verdiot of November 4.

I feel impelled to make one further obsar-
vation. Warnings and admonitions have
been plenty in this debate. We have been
admonished of the danger that wounld fol-
low; we have been notified of what wonld
ocour if the free ooinage of silver were
_opported as a part of our finanocisl sys-
tem. I am nota prophet nor the son of
a propbet, but I eay to those who are now
arraying themselves against the deliber-
ately expressed judgment of the American
peopls, a judgment that they know has
been declared and recorded —I say to the
members of this body, I say, so far as I
may do so with propriety, to the membeara
of the sodrdinate branch of Congress, and
I say, if without impropristy I may do so,
to the executive of the natiom, thatl thers
will come a time when the people will be
trifled with no longer on this subject. Onoce,
twice, thrice, by exeontive intarvention,
Democratic and Republican, by pariia-
meontary proosedings that I nesd not char-
mnoterizs, by various methods of logislative
jugglery, the deliborate purposs of
American people, irrespectiva of party,
has been thwarted, it has bsen defled, it
has been contumaciously trodden under
foot; and I repeat to those who have been
the instruments and the implements, n-
matier what the impulse or the motive u,
the intention ma ‘ve been, at some time
the people will « « Houss of Represent-
atives, they will elvcl u Senate of the Uniled
Blates, they will eleet a President of the
Onited GStafes, who will carry out the
pledges and execute tha popular will.

Mr. President, by the readjustment of
the political forces of the nation under
the eleventh census, the seat of political
power has at last been transferred from
the oironmference of this conntry to its
ocenter. It has been transferred from the
seaboard to that great intramontane re-
gion between the Alleghenies and the

ierras, extending from the British pos-
seasions to the Gulf of Mexico—an region
whose growth is one of the wonders and
marvels of modarn civilization. It seems
as if the column of migration had patsed
in its westward march to bud upon those
tranquil plains, and in those fertiles valleys
spread s fabrie of civilization that should
be ths wonder and sdmiration of the
world; rich in every element of present
prosperity, but richer in every prophecy
of future greatness and renown. hen 1
woent weai, Mr. FPresident, as a carpei-
bagger, in 1858, 8t. Louis was an ounipost
of civilization ; Jefferson City waa the
farthest point reached by a railrosd; and
in all that great wilderness, extanding
from the nparee settlement slong the Mis-
souri to the summit of the Biorra Nevada
und from the Yellowstons to the cafions of
the Rio Grande, s vast solitude from which
I have mysolf sinoe that time voted to ad-
mit esven Btates into the American Unfon,
neoither harvest nor hosbandry, neither
babitation nor bome, save the hut of the
hunter and the wigwam of the savage.

Mr. President, we have now within these
limits, extending sonthward from the Bri¢-

iracy | glestoral college.

ish essions and mbrldug the Btatea
of Missiasippi valley, the Gulf and the
sonihenstern Allantic, a vast productive

region, the granary of Lthe world, 8 major-
ity of the members of this body, of the
House of Reprosentatives, and of the
We talk with admira-
tion of Egypt. For thirty centurios its
roins, ite cities, ita srte, ita religions, bave
been the marvel of mankind. The pyra-
mids have survived the memory of their
builders, and the sphinx #till guestions

with solsmn gaze the v mny;ury of the
desert. The t herolo of Egyptian civ-
flization, with its wealth and power, the

riches of its arl, its creeds and faiths and
philosophera, was reared from the labora
of & fow million slaves under the last of
despots, upon & narrow margin 450 miles
long snd 10 miles wide, comprising in all,
with the delta of the Nile, no more than
10,000 squars miles of fertile land. Who
can forstell the future of thsé reglon to
which I have adverted, with its 20,000 miles
of navigable water courses, with its hun-
dreds of thonsands of square miles of soil,
exoelling in feoundity all that of the Nils,
when the labor of centuries of freemen

bod- | under the impulss of our institntions shall

have brooght forth its perfect resuital
My, President, it is to that region, with
thst population and ‘with such a fature,
that the powsr of this country
mnm&mmm.nd&,“.

folt | yads. In doing 20 I not only follow the

dictates of own ent, but I
prasiprogacted o g bngy sl

g I have heard other ] my constituents, irrespactive of parly oz
mambers declnim, and with one eopseut | politienl afilintion.

I have boen for the
tree oolnnge of silver from the outset, and
I s free to say that after having ob-
served the operations of the not of 1878, I
am more than ever convinoed of the wis-
dom of that legislation and of the futility
of the aconsations by which it was assailed.
Ths people of the eountry that I represend
have lost their veverence for gold. They
have no longer any superstition about
ooin. !Iotwithlhndl:‘i all the declara-
tions of the monome ts; notwithatand-
ing all the mssnults thai have been made
by those who are in favor of still further
increasing the valwe of the standard by
which their are measured, they
know that money is neither wealth nor cap-
ital nor value, and that it is meroly (he ore
ation of the law by which all thess are
estimated and measured. Wo speak, air,
about the volume of money and about ite
relation to the wealth and capital of the
eountry.

Lot me ask yon, sir, for 8 moment, whai
would ooour if the circulating medinm
wers to be destroyed. Bup that the
gold and silver were to0 be withdrawn sud-
denly from sirculstion and melted up into
bars and ingots and boried in the earth
from which they were taken. Buppose
that all the paper money —wilver ocertifi-
ontna, gold oertificatos, national bank notes,
treasury notes — were stucked in one mass
6t the end of the Treasury building and
the toroch applied to them and they were
to be desiroyed by five shd their ashes
sprend—Llike the ashes of Wyekliffe—
upon the Potomas, to be apread abroad,
wide as its waters be. What would be the
effoct? Would nol this be worth
exacily as much Gz ¢ da fo-dayl Would
there not be just as many acres of land, just
as many farms, as many days of labor, as
much merchandise and as much property,
fmproved and wunimproved, as thers fa fo-
day? y

The reanlt would be that commerce
would languish; the sails of the ships
wonld be furled in the harbora; the gread
trains would oease t0 ron to and fro on
their errands; trade would be reduced to
bartsr ; and the psople finding their ener-
glea languishing, civilization itself would
drop, and we should be reduced to the con-
dition of nomadic wanderers upon the
primeval plains.

Buppoes, on the other hand, that, instesd
of being destroyed, all the money in this
ocountry were to be put in the possession
of a single man—gold and paper and
silver —esnd hs were to be moored in mid-
Atlantic upon & raft with his great hoard,
or be stationed in the middle of the Ss-
hsra desert withont food to nourish or
sheiter t0 cover, or the means of transpor-
tation to get away. Who would be the
richeat man, the possessor of that gigan-
tio treasure, or the humblest setiler upon
the plains of the West with a dug-out %o
shelter him and with corn meal and water
enough for his daily bread?

Doubiless, Mr. President, you search the
Beriptures daily, and are thorefors familiar
with the story of thoss departed poiiti-
cians of Judea who sought to entangle the
Maater in His talk by naking Him if it was
‘Iawful o pay tribute to Cmsar or not, He,
percelving the purpose that they bad in
view, said anto them: “Bhow me the trib-
ute money,” and they brought Him s
penny. He safd: “Whose is this image
and superseription?” Aund they replied,
“Umsar's.” And He said: “Render unto
Cwaar the things that are Usenr's, and uanto
God the things that are God's.”

I holg, + Preaidont, betwsen wmy
thomb and finger, a silver denarios, or
“penny,” of that sooiond (ime, bearing
the and supersoription of Cmsar.
It has besn monsy for more than 20 cen-
turies. Imperial Omear is “dead and
turned to elay.” He has ylelded to &
mightier conqueror, and his eagles, his
ensigns and his trophies are indistinguish-
able dust, His trivmphs and his victories
are a school-boy's tale. Rome herself is
bot & memory. Her marble porticos snd
temples and palaces are in ruins. The
sluggish monk and the lazy lazzaroni
haunt the senate houses and the Ocli-
senm, and the derisive owl wakea the
echoes of the voiceless forum, but thia
little cotemporary diso of silver is money
utill beonuse it bears the image and super-
scription of Umsar. And, sir, it will con-
tinoe to be money for 20 centuries more,
should it resist so long the corroding
oanker and the gnawing tooth of time.
But if oneof these psges here should take
this ooin to the railway track and allow
the train to pass over it, in one siogle in-
stant its fuonetions would have disappeared
aod it wonld be money no longer, becanas
the image and superscription of Cmsar
would have disappeared.

Ar. President, y is the crealion of
law, and the American people have learned
that lesson; and they are indifferent to
the mseaults; they are indifferent to the
argument; they are indifferent to the as-
persions which are cast upon them for
demanding that the law of the United

Biates shall ghoo the image and super-
soription of Cmsar upon silver enough and
gold gh and p gh to ensble

them to transaoct without embarrassment,
without hindrance, without delsy and with-
out impoverishment their daily business
affairs, and that shall give them a messure
of valoea that will not make their belong-
ings the sport and the proy of the specu-
lators.

Mr. President, this contest can have but
one issne. The sxperiment that bhas be-
gun will oot fail. 1L is useless to deny
that many Irregularitiea have boen toler-
ated here; thet many erimes have besn com-
mitted in the sacred nams of liberiy; that
our publie affsirs have had scandalous
episodes to which every patriotio heart

verts with distreas; that there have besn
envy and jealonsy in high plaoces; that
there have been treacherous and lying plat-
Jorms; that there have been shallow com-
promises and degrading concessions o
popaular errors; but amid all thess disturb-
ances, amid all these oontests, amid all
these inexplicable aberrations, the pethof
the nation has been stesdily ounwnard.

At the beginning of our second century
we have entsred mpon A mnew soclal and

tieal movement whose results eannot

predicted, but which sre certain to be
infinitely momentous. That the srocﬂ-
will bsupward, [ have no doubi. Throogh
the long, desolate track of history, throogh
the seemingly aimless struggies, ihe ran-
dom pings of humsnity, ths torbu-
lent of wrong, injustics, orims,
doubt, want and nm::dnu-. the dmd-
geou and the block, the inquisition sn
the stake, the trepidations of ths op-
pressed, the bloody exuliations and tri-
umphs of tyrants,

DRl e A e,
the tendency has been toward the light.
Out of every confliot some man or u-tl?‘ or
nation has smerged with more p
greater opportunitiss, pursr
broader liberty and greater oapacity for
happivess, and out this conflict In
Anally will som Hoeity, Justion, squalitz,
oome ty, jus oq 'y

the a{nﬂdanlhl eontrol of the American
republio, the sooial fraternity and the
indusirial indspendence of the American
people. [Applause in ihe galieriss.]
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